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FIRST PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified U.S. 
patent application as follows: 

REMARKS 

In an Office Action mailed August 1, 2000 for AppUcation S/N 09/382,052, the 
Examiner stated that the Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for 
receiving benefit of an earlier filing date of Application S/N 08/920,343 imder 35 U.S.C. 
120. This is in error for the following reasons. 

The '343 application was filed on August 27, 1997. An Office Action was 
mailed on August 7, 1998. In response to the Office Action, a CPA was filed on February 
8, 1999 along with a three month extension fee. Another Office Action was mailed on 
February 25, 1999 to which a response was filed on April 26, 1999. A second Office 
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Action was mailed Jime 4, 1999 and in response Applicant filed a CIP August 24, 1999^ 
claiming priority to Application S/N 08/920,343 On September 22, 1999 the PTO mailed 
a Notice of Abandonment for Application S/N 08/920,343 with no reason given for the 
abandonment. The concurrentiy filed continuation application is being filed in response to 
the Office Action of August 1, 2000, Thus, Applicant request that its priority claim to 
Application S/N 08/920,33 be reinstated. 

Applicant requests entry of this preliminary amendment in the file of the above 
referenced application prior to action on the merits of the case. 



Respectfully submitted, 





FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKl L.L.P. 
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100 
Houston, Texas 77010-3095 
(713) 651-5151 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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